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OUTCOME OF HELCOM MARITIME 13/2013 

 

The outcome of the 13th Meeting of the HELCOM Maritime Group (HELCOM MARITIME 
13/2013), held in Szczecin, Poland, on 26-28 November 2013, is attached to this document. 

The Meeting was preceded by a HELCOM workshop on sewage from ships, also held in 
Szczecin, Poland, on 25 November 2013 within the framework of the HELCOM Cooperation 
Platform on Port Reception Facilities (PRFs) in the Baltic Sea.  

The Meeting discussed a Russian Federation proposal regarding reporting/reviewing the 
implementation of the decisions of the HELCOM Ministerial Declarations and decided to 
forward this issue for consideration by the HELCOM HOD Meeting (Paragraph 2.5).  

The ratification of the IMO Ballast Water Management (BWM) Convention is progressing: 
Germany ratified it on 20 June 2013 and the remaining countries are proceeding with 
ratification process (Paragraphs 3.1-3.3). 

The Group has given guidance to the further work of the Joint HELCOM/OSPAR Task Group 
on Ballast Water Management Convention Exemptions, including to deal with the unified 
interpretation of the provisions of BWMC if there is an obligation to fulfill the regulation D-2 
standards (BW performance) if a ship is not in the position to fulfill regulation D-1 
requirements (BW exchange) (Paragraph 3.7). 

The Meeting agreed on the proposal by Sweden to set up a HELCOM correspondence group 
on SECA implementation. The proposed ToR for the CG will be submitted for consideration 
by HELCOM (Paragraph 4.30). 

The Meeting revised and agreed on the draft Work Plan 2014-2016 for the HELCOM 
Cooperation Platform on PRFs in the light of the outcome of the HELCOM workshop on 
sewage from ships (25 November) (Paragraph 5.6). 

The Meeting reviewed the draft 2013 HELCOM overview on port reception facilities for 
sewage in the Baltic Sea area and related trends in passenger traffic and approved it for 
publishing on the HELCOM web page after the Secretariat has incorporated any additional 
information (Paragraph 5.11). 

The Meeting worked with the draft proposal for an IMO-notification concerning MARPOL 
Annex IV and agreed on a process of further drafting of the notification (§5.19). In addition to 
the notification, an information document will be submitted to IMO on what has been done to 
reach the status of adequate PRFs in the Baltic Sea area for the Special Area status to come 
into effect. Both activities are led by Sweden (Paragraph 5.24). 

The Meeting approved the HELCOM report on Shipping Accidents in the Baltic Sea 2012 for 
publishing on the HELCOM web page (Paragraph 9.9). 
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The Meeting approved in principle the draft HELCOM regional Baltic Sea Guide on Ballast 
Water issues 2014 prepared by the Secretariat, to finalised by the Secretariat for publication 
and printing (Paragraph 10.1). 

The Meeting progressed with planning of a comprehensive HELCOM Assessment on 
Maritime Activities in the Baltic Sea region to be completed by 2016, and approved its outline 
and work plan (Paragraph 10.3). 

The Meeting welcomed the initiative by the European Boating Association (EBA) for an 
externally funded project to create an assessment on pleasure craft activities in the Baltic 
Sea area (Paragraph 10.7). 

The Meeting elected Ms. Anna Petersson, Sweden, as the Chair of HELCOM MARITIME for 
the period 2014-2016 and re-elected Ms. Natalia Kutaeva, Russian Federation, and Mr. 
Jorma Kämäräinen, Finland, as Vice-Chairs of HELCOM MARITIME for the period 2014-
2016 (Paragraph 13.7). 

The Meeting agreed that the 14th Meeting of the Maritime Group (HELCOM MARITIME 
14/2014) will be arranged on 4-6 November 2014 and Latvia preliminarily offered to host the 
meeting in 2014 (Paragraph 13.5). 

 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcome of HELCOM MARITIME 13/2013 as well 
as to discuss issues of relevance to HELCOM RESPONSE. 
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 MINUTES OF THE 13TH MEETING OF 
MARITIME GROUP 

(HELCOM MARITIME) 
 

INTRODUCTION   

0.1 The 13th Meeting of the HELCOM Maritime Group (HELCOM MARITIME 
13/2013) was held on 26-28 November 2013 in Szczecin, Poland, in accordance with the 
decision of HELCOM MARITIME 12/2013 and HOD 41/2013. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by Delegations from all the Contracting Parties to the 
Helsinki Convention, except for Lithuania that sent their regrets that due to unforeseen 
circumstances they were not able to participate, and by Observers from Baltic Pilotage 
Authorities (BPAC), Cruise Lines International Association Europe (CLIA Europe), European 
Community Shipowners' Association (ECSA), European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO), 
KIMO International and WWF. The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 Mr. Andrzej Borowiec, Director of the Maritime Office in Szczecin, welcomed the 
participants to the Maritime Office in Szczecin, which is one of three Maritime Offices in 
Poland. Mr. Borowiec wished the participants a fruitful meeting. 

0.4 The Meeting was chaired by the Chair of the HELCOM Maritime Group, Ms. 
Lolan Eriksson and Mr. Jorma Kämäräinen and Ms. Natalia Kutaeva, Vice-Chairs of the 
HELCOM Maritime Group, acted as Vice-Chairs of the meeting. Mr. Hermanni Backer, 
Professional Secretary, acted as secretary of the meeting assisted by Ms. Laura Meski, 
Assisting Professional Secretary, and Ms. Marta Ruiz, Project Researcher, from the 
HELCOM Secretariat. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1/1, 1/2, 1/2/Rev.1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda (document 1/1) as contained in Annex 2 with 
the addition under Agenda Item 13 on the election of the Chairs for the HELCOM Maritime 
Group for the next two-year period (2014-2015). 

Agenda Item 2  Matters arising from other meetings within the 
framework of HELCOM, including the Ministerial Meeting 
2013 

Documents: 2/1, 2/2, 2/3, 2/4/INF, 2/5 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the maritime related commitments included in the 
HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 
(document 2/1), which was held on 3 October 2013 in Copenhagen, Denmark, and decided 
to further consider the commitments under relevant agenda items and when discussing the 
work plan for the Maritime Group. 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the progress in implementing the maritime activities 
segment of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) as presented in the BSAP Index of 
Actions (document 2/3) and requested the Contracting Parties to provide any additional 
information to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) at the latest by Friday 20 
December 2013. 

2.3 The Meeting noted the information by the Secretariat on the background of the 
BSAP Index of Actions and on the need to consider the status of actions included in the 
Index updated at each future meeting of the Maritime Group to be able to follow the progress 
in implementation of the BSAP. 

2.4 The Meeting requested the Secretariat to update the maritime segment of the 
BSAP Index of Actions with commitments of the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting. 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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2.5 The Meeting welcomed the proposal by Russian Federation in document 2/2 
regarding reporting/reviewing of the implementation of the decisions of the HELCOM 
Ministerial Declarations and considered that the elaboration of procedures to overview on 
regular basis the implementation of the decisions of HELCOM Ministerial Declarations could 
be useful and that the methodology used in the reporting of the maritime activities segment 
of the BSAP (document 2/3) would be a useful basis for such a review. Mindful that such an 
overview would deal with all BSAP segments, the Meeting decided to forward this proposal 
for consideration by the HELCOM HOD Meeting. 

2.6 Further the Meeting took note of the opinion of Russian Federation in document 
2/2 that the provisions of the HELCOM Moscow Ministerial Declaration concerning the work 
towards submitting a joint application for the designation of the Baltic Sea NECA have been 
already implemented. 

2.7 The other delegations expressed the opinion that a lot of work has been done in 
carrying out the commitment in the Moscow Declaration on the NECA issue, but that the 
commitment regarding the submission of the Baltic Sea NECA was not yet fulfilled. It was 
also considered that the assessment of the implementation of a commitment in Ministerial 
Declarations should be made at the level of HELCOM HODs. 

2.8 A reference was also made to the revised Working Programme for the HELCOM 
Maritime Group 2013-2014 (document 13/1) which contains an action for joint submission to 
IMO to establish the Baltic Sea NOx emission control area pending on the decisions taken at 
IMO MEPC 66. 

2.9 The Meeting took note of document 2/5 (submitted by the Russian Federation) 
and the proposal to consider the full implementation of the “zero discharge principle” and of 
related information by Contracting Parties as follows: 

- Poland informed that they apply the principle and that a report in English of the 
“Petrobaltic” rig  will be circulated to the HELCOM Maritime Group shortly,  

- Germany informed that the principle is implemented, especially for offshore wind 
installations, 

- Sweden supports the application of the principle. 

2.10 The Meeting noted that the Contracting Parties also being North Sea states 
(Denmark, Germany and Sweden) could in principle consider taking the issue forward in 
other relevant fora, if they would find it appropriate. 

2.11 The Meeting took note of the extracts of outcomes from recent meetings of the 
sub-groups to the HELCOM Maritime Group (document 2/4). The Meeting appreciated the 
valuable work done by the sub-groups and decided to consider it further under relevant 
agenda items. 

2.12 The Meeting took note of the information by the Secretariat that there is an on-
going process to streamline HELCOM work, with the aim to review and make prioritization 
within HELCOM work issues, ensure that resources are made available for identified 
priorities and to foster cross-sectorial cooperation and synergies, in a focused, cost efficient 
way. 

2.13 The Meeting took note of first step in such HELCOM modernization, including the 
new rules concerning deadlines for document submissions to meetings, the launch of the 
new HELCOM website, on-going work to release a new Meeting Portal and new document 
templates to facilitate preparations for meetings.  

2.14 The Meeting took note that the second step of streamlining, to be carried out from 
the level of the Heads of Delegation, is focusing on reviewing the working structures of 
HELCOM and the roles of subsidiary bodies, in order to set the tasks for the groups 
according to the forward looking agenda and priorities of the Contracting Parties. The 
streamlining is being carried out by a Task Force consisting of HOD representatives and the 
Secretariat. The Task Force will develop recommendations for HELCOM HOD 45/2014 
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based on a review of whether the current HELCOM structure serves the identified priorities. 
HELCOM HOD will decide on the way forward. 

2.15 The Meeting took note of document (2/4/INF) and approved the organizing of the 
next meetings of sub-group of the HELCOM Maritime Group as stated in the document. 

Agenda Item 3  Ballast water 

Documents: 3/1, 3/2/INF, 3/3/INF, 3/4/INF, 3/5/INF, 3/6/INF, 3/7, 3/8/INF 

3.1 The Meeting congratulated Germany for the accession to the IMO Ballast Water 
Management Convention (BWM Convention) of the BWM Convention on 20 June 2013. 

3.2 The Meeting recalled that the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting encouraged the 
remaining HELCOM countries to speed up the ratification of the Convention taking into 
account the agreement from 2007 to have the Convention ratified by all Baltic Sea countries 
by 2013. 

3.3 The Meeting welcomed the information by the remaining Contracting Parties on 
the progress in the work on ratification of the BWM Convention as follows: 

- Estonia is preparing an explanatory letter and the plan is to submit the ratification 
document to Parliamentary hearing in early 2014. 

- Finland is planning to submit their ratification document to the Parliament early 2014. 

- Latvia has on-going consultations with stakeholders and is likely to start the 
preparation process for the ratification during next year. 

- Poland has an on-going consultation process, and matters concerning the ratification 
date have not been settled. 

3.4 The Meeting took note of the information about the implementation of the general 
HELCOM Guidance on the Voluntary Interim Application of the D1 Ballast Water exchange in 
the Russian Baltic Sea ports as well as activities of the Russian registry of shipping regarding 
the early entry into force of the BWMC (document 3/6/INF).  

3.5 The Meeting took note of the comment by Denmark that they do not interpret the 
BWM Convention in the same way as the Russian Federation delegation seems to do on 
page 3 (last paragraph) of the document 3/6/INF. This means that Denmark considers that if 
a ship is not in the position to fulfil regulation D-1 requirements (BW exchange) this does not 
directly lead to it to be obliged to fulfil with the regulation D-2 standards (BW performance) 
when the Convention enters into force. 

3.6 The Meeting noted further that Sweden shared the view of Denmark and 
informed that they ratified the BWM Convention with a reservation stating that they will not 
require the fulfilment of the D-2 standards until the effective dates of the Convention are met. 

3.7 The Meeting requested that the Joint HELCOM/OSPAR Task Group on Ballast 
Water Management Convention Exemptions (HELCOM/OSPAR TG BALLAST) should 
discuss the interpretation mentioned in §3.5 and §3.6 above further at the next meeting on 4-
5 December 2013 in The Hague. 

3.8 The Meeting took note of the adoption of the “Joint HELCOM/OSPAR Guidelines 
on the granting of exemptions under the International Convention for the Control and 
Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, Regulation A-4” by the 2013 HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting and OSPAR Commission Meetings in 2013 (document 3/1), including the 
notion of a transitional period. 

3.9 The Meeting encouraged the Contracting Parties and Observer organisations to 
support sampling of non-indigenous species in Baltic Sea ports using the Joint 
HELCOM/OSPAR Guidelines to ensure both the availability of exemptions in justified cases 
and the proper implementation of the meaning and purpose of the BWM Convention in the 
Baltic Sea region. 
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3.10 The Meeting took note the information by the European Commission on activities 
developed in collaboration with European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) in order to 
facilitate the implementation of the BWM Convention. In this regard, the European 
Commission has drafted a proposal (COM 2013 620), aiming to prevent the introduction of 
alien species, making special mention to the measures in this regard established through the 
IMO BWM Convention. 

3.11 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM ALIENS 3 project activities during 2013 
(document 3/4/INF). HELCOM Secretariat informed about the proposals for modification of 
the port sampling protocol developed within the frame of the HELCOM ALIENS 3 project, 
and that this information will be sent to the next meeting of the HELCOM/OSPAR TG 
BALLAST and subsequently circulated intersessionally to HELCOM MARITIME contacts for 
endorsement. 

3.12 The representative of the European Union commented, regarding the work of the 
HELCOM ALIENS projects on testing HELCOM/OSPAR Guidelines, that this is the first time 
that so many countries have made efforts to carry out port sampling of alien species and that 
this will support also the implementation of the proposal for the EU regulation COM(2013) 
620. 

3.13 The Meeting noted the information on port sampling and other alien species 
related work planned for 2014 as part of the EU funded project HELCOM BALSAM (Baltic 
Sea Pilot Project: Testing new concepts for integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic 
Sea), led by the HELCOM Secretariat (document 3/3/INF). 

3.14 The Meeting took note of the information on the target species list in the form 
adopted by the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting (document 3/2/INF). 

3.15 The Meeting discussed the future work within HELCOM/OSPAR TG BALLAST 
and proposed that Germany provides a co-chair from the HELCOM side to chair the group, in 
cooperation with another co-chair from the OSPAR community. 

3.16 The Meeting took note of the attached draft list of contact addresses for 
HELCOM/OSPAR TG BALLAST (document 3/7) and requested the Contracting Parties to 
provide the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) with any possible updates at the latest 
by Friday 20 December 2013 

3.17 The Meeting welcomed the German activities for sampling of alien species in 
some selected German ports (document 3(8/INF) to support the implementation of both the 
BWM Convention and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). 

3.18 The Meeting took note of the information system on aquatic non-indigenous and 
cryptogenic species (document 3/5/INF), AquaNIS, presented by Finland, and considered the 
linkage and synergies of the ALIENS 2-database and the AquaNIS database concerning 
non-indigenous species.  

3.19 The Meeting considered such synergies between the two databases positive and 
important but noted that as they have somewhat different underlying aims it would be good if 
HELCOM/OSPAR TG BALLAST could consider the issue in more detail. 

Agenda Item 4  Airborne emissions from ships and related measures 

Documents: 4/1, 4/2, 4/3, 4/4/INF, 4/5/INF, 4/6/INF, 4/7 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the report on emissions from Baltic Sea shipping in 
2012 (document 4/5/INF). The report shows that the emissions of all pollutants from IMO 
registered ships decreased in 2012 compared to the year 2011 and that non-IMO registered 
ships constitute more than half (51.0%) of the number of AIS transceivers in the Baltic Sea 
area. 

4.2 The Meeting noted that these non-IMO ships in the report cover small ships and 
fishing ships in addition to pure leisureboats, all categories of vessels which have during the 
recent year increasingly acquired AIS transceivers. 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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4.3 The Meeting noted that the apparent increase in emissions from non-IMO 
registered ships is due to the fact that with AIS signals it is now possible to model the 
emissions also from these vessels. 

4.4 The Meeting took note of the following suggestions for improvements of the data 
collection and reporting: 

- more clear differentiation of emissions from IMO registered ships and non-IMO 
registered ships could be included in the report in addition to Figure 3 of the report. 

- more clearly highlight that the apparent increase in non-IMO ships does not mean 
that the number of such vessels have increased but that they have acquired AIS 
transceivers. 

- ECSA pointed out that to avoid inaccuracies in the modelling continuous and close 
cooperation with the shipping industry is needed. 

4.5 Finland invited Contracting Parties to provide any suggestions for improving the 
report at the latest by Friday 20 December 2013 to be sent to Finland 
(jorma.kamarainen@trafi.fi ) and the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi). 

4.6 The Meeting discussed the underlying message of the contents of the report and 
Finland pointed out that the report is a statistical compilation of information to be used for 
further work in IMO and HELCOM and that it also makes it possible to follow the effects of 
IMO regulations (for example effect of SECA on SOx emissions).  

4.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland that the Finnish 
Meteorological Institute (FMI), the organization preparing the report on emissions from Baltic 
Sea shipping in 2012 (document 4/5/INF), is also involved in the work of IMO to update the 
IMO Study on estimations of green-house gas emissions from shipping worldwide. 

4.8 The Meeting took note of the Russian proposal to conduct monitoring of CO2 
emissions from ships with joint methodology. The Meeting invited interested Contracting 
Parties to prepare documentation on monitoring CO2 emissions to initiate the discussion at 
MARITIME 14/2014. 

4.9 The Meeting recalled that the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting emphasized the 
need to work jointly in co-operation with other regional governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, the industry and research community, to further promote development and 
enhanced use of green technologies and alternative fuels, including LNG, methanol as well 
as other propulsion technologies, in order to reduce harmful exhaust gas emissions and 
greenhouse gases from ships and agreed to work towards the creation of a joint “Green 
Technology and Alternative Fuels Platform for Shipping” together with other regional actors 
in the Baltic Sea. 

4.10 The Meeting took note of document 4/3 on the cooperation on the development 
of green technology as well as the presentation by Sweden on the Zero Vision Tool (ZVT), 
which is a collaboration platform initiated by the Swedish Shipowners’ Association and SSPA 
where maritime related issues can be discussed and addressed between the different actors; 
the industry, the academy, and relevant authorities (Presentation 1). 

4.11 The Meeting noted that the ZVT Platform is based on a number of concrete 
projects emerging from cooperation within groups of different types of industry actors, with 
administrations providing support when needed. 

4.12 The Meeting agreed that the experiences of the ZVT will be of benefit for the 
work of HELCOM and thanked Sweden for presenting the activities within the ZVT and for 
the pioneering work in general. 

4.13 The Meeting further invited Sweden to provide via the Secretariat 
(hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) additional information and a link to the web page of the ZVT.  

4.14 The Meeting took note of the information on the “Green technology and 
alternative fuels” event, which will be held on 16 January 2014 on board the liquefied natural 

mailto:jorma.kamarainen@trafi.fi
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gas (LNG) fuelled passenger ship Viking Grace. The event is organized by the CBSS Finnish 
presidency together with HELCOM and in cooperation with Baltic Development Forum (BDF) 
and the Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics (NDPTL) (document 
4/6/INF).  

4.15 The Meeting appreciated the initiative by Finland to work on such a Baltic Sea 
platform on green technology and alternative fuels platform and provided comments as 
follows: 

 Denmark supports regional work on the issues and will consider how to best 
contribute, 

 Sweden highlighted the importance of the initiative, 

 Estonia thanked Finland for the pioneering work and is interested in participating. 

4.16 The Meeting concluded that in order to make good progress in the fields of on 
green technology and alternative fuels new paths and methods of cooperation have to be 
explored jointly. 

4.17 The Meeting took note of the compilation of the information provided by the 
Contracting Parties on the implementation of Regulation 15 “Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs)” of MARPOL Annex VI in the Baltic Sea countries (document 4/1). 

4.18 The Meeting welcomed the information from Germany that the new oil terminal in 
Rostock is equipped with a high temperature incineration of VOCs and that more information 
on the implementation on the Regulation 15 will be provided later.  

4.19 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to complement the information 
where needed by sending it to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) at the latest by 
Friday 20 December 2013. 

4.20 The Meeting took note of the background information on the process to designate 
the Baltic Sea as a Nitrogen Emission Control Area (NECA) under MARPOL Annex VI 
(4/4/INF). 

4.21 The Meeting emphasized the importance of harmonized enforcement of the SOx 
emission limits, thanked Sweden for bringing up the important issue (document 4/2) and 
supported in principle the establishment of a correspondence group. 

4.22 Some delegations highlighted the need of synergies with parallel activities and 
that due to potentially open technological issues some aspects of such correspondence 
might be premature. 

4.23 The Meeting took note that the EU has undertaken first activities in this field by a 
seminar organised by EMSA on the Sulphur directive in October 2013 and that EU is 
prepared to carry out internal consultations in order to find out if how best contribute to the 
correspondence group initiative, 

4.24 The Meeting took note of the view of ECSA that when governments adopt new 
regulation they should also follow up with enforcement to ensure a level playing field. 

4.25 The Meeting discussed the need for cooperation, in the form of a 
Correspondence Group, to ensure and enhance enforcement of the more stringent limits for 
SOx emissions that will come into force in 2015 as well as a harmonized interpretation 
(document 4/2). 

4.26 The Meeting considered that in addition to other issues the Correspondence 
Group could also consider the technological concerns about harmonised universal approach 
concerning the measures and precautions which ships should take in case of damage to 
equipment,raised by the Russian Federation. 

4.27 The Meeting highlighted the need to have clear aims for the work of the 
Correspondence Group to avoid duplication of work as some activities are already ongoing 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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under Paris MoU, under the lead of Croatia, and the EU Sustainable Shipping Forum 
(EFFS). 

4.28 The Meeting considered the draft Terms of Reference for a Correspondence 
Group (document 4/7) drafted by the Drafting Group consisting of Sweden, Secretariat and 
with input from Denmark. 

4.29 The Meeting thanked the Drafting Group for the work and agreed that even if the 
new SECA limits are applicable only from January 2015, and that some issues can only be 
discussed after this date, there is an urgent need for initial exchange of views even before 
that date. To enable this, the Terms of Reference should be divided in two parts: one for 
initial exchanges in 2014 and another for the period 2015-2016. 

4.30 The Meeting agreed that the Contracting Parties provide further comments to the 
draft Terms of Reference included in document 4/7, as well as nominations to the 
Correspondence Group by Friday 20 December 2013 (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) and 
agreed further on a process to submit the revised Terms of Reference to HELCOM HOD 
45/2014 (6-7 February 2014) for adoption. 

4.31  The Meeting welcomed the offer by Sweden to act as the coordinator of the 
Correspondence Group. 

Agenda Item 5  Sewage discharges from ships and port reception 
facilities 

Documents: 5/1, 5/1/Rev.1, 5/2, 5/3, 5/4, 5/5, 5/5/Rev.1, 5/6/INF 

5.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the HELCOM workshop on sewage 
from ships, which was held on 25 November 2013 in Szczecin, Poland, within the framework 
of the HELCOM Cooperation Platform on Port Reception Facilities (PRFs) in the Baltic Sea 
(document 5/6/INF). The workshop addressed prioritization of the outstanding issues 
indicated in the 2013 HELCOM Interim guidance on technical and operational aspects of 
delivery of sewage by passenger ships to port reception facilities (document 5/2) as well as 
revised the draft 2013 HELCOM overview of sewage PRF facilities in the BS region (5/1 Rev. 
1). 

5.2 The Meeting expressed appreciation to Sweden for leading the HELCOM 
Cooperation Platform, to Secretariat for providing valuable support and to Poland for hosting 
the HELCOM workshop on sewage from ships on 25 November 2013. 

5.3 The Meeting welcomed the efforts of the workshop to prioritise future work on 
outstanding issues on adequacy, malfunctioning of PRFs and financing including the no-
special-fee system and supported that further HELCOM Cooperation Platform events would 
be arranged in the period 2014-2016 to address remaining challenges. 

5.4 The Meeting took note of the comment from CLIA Europe that malfunctioning of 
PRFs and the difficult position it might put cruise vessels  is an important topic, which should 
be considered by the HELCOM Cooperation Platform.  

5.5 The Meeting confirmed that the issue of malfunctioning of PRFs will be one of the 
topics to be discussed further within the HELCOM Cooperation Platform. 

5.6 In the light of the outcome of the HELCOM workshop on sewage from ships, the 
Meeting revised and agreed on the draft Work Plan 2014-2016 for the HELCOM Cooperation 
Platform (document 5/5) as presented in document 5/5/Rev.1. 

5.7 The Meeting highlighted the ground breaking nature of the initiative of bringing 
together all relevant stakeholders in the HELCOM Cooperation Platform and the importance 
of the work of the Platform.  

5.8 ESPO stressed the importance of careful evaluation of the adequacy of the PRFs 
in the Baltic Sea in view of their significance when the Special Area for sewage in the Baltic 
Sea comes into effect. 

mailto:hermanni.backer@helcom.fi
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5.9 The Meeting welcomed the draft 2013 HELCOM overview on port reception 
facilities for sewage in the Baltic Sea area and related trends in passenger traffic (document 
5/1 and 5/1/Rev.1) and considered that the document is a valuable tool for following the 
developments in the Baltic Sea region and noted that it is a living document, which will need 
to be updated regularly. 

5.10 The Meeting requested that any additional updates to the table to be sent to the 
Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) at the latest by Friday 20 December 2013. 

5.11 The Meeting approved the document 5/1/Rev.1 for publishing on the HELCOM 
web page after the Secretariat has incorporated any additional information. 

5.12 The Meeting further took note that the HELCOM workshop on sewage from ships 
provided suggestions for new categories of data to document 5/1/Rev.1 and agreed that 
such improvements could be considered in the next version of the overview. 

5.13 The Meeting recalled that MARPOL Annex IV does not allow emergency 
dumping due to malfunctioning PRFs and that the ships should be aware of malfunctioning of 
PRFs in advance of arriving to the port due to the requirement to notify the ports on sewage 
delivery 24 hours in advance. 

5.14 The Meeting noted that one possible solution in case of malfunction of PRFs 
could be discharging some grey water into the sea to have more tank space for black water. 

5.15 The Meeting took note of the report from the Correspondence Group between 
Contracting States concerning outstanding issues on PRFs (document 5/4) and appreciated 
that consensus has been reached on “ships normally using the port”. 

5.16 The Meeting thanked Sweden for the substantial work within the Correspondence 
Group. 

5.17 The Meeting took note of the points made by the shipping industry regarding the 
use of statistics on sewage delivery volumes in defining the adequacy of existing sewage 
PRFs. 

5.18 The Meeting agreed to amend the HELCOM Interim Guidance according to the 
suggestions in document 5/4. 

5.19 The Meeting recalled that the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting agreed to 
continue efforts to upgrade PRFs in the remaining ports, in order to strive for that HELCOM 
Contracting Parties are in the position to report to IMO, by 2014 (IMO MEPC 67), that 
adequate facilities are available for the MARPOL Annex IV Special Area regulations to enter 
into force by 1 January 2016 for new ships. In order for the Annex IV Special Area 
regulations to take effect on 1 January 2016 a submission latest 8 August 2014, nine weeks 
before the IMO MEPC 67th session is needed. 

5.20 The Meeting took note of the draft proposal for an IMO-notification concerning 
MARPOL Annex IV (document 5/3).  

5.21 The Meeting appreciated the work by Sweden to draft a notification to IMO and 
noted that while several Contracting Parties support the idea of such a notification at the 
earliest possible date some Contracting Parties are still evaluating the adequacy of their 
sewage PRFs and for this reason are not yet in the position to decide on notification to IMO. 

5.22 The Meeting agreed to do some further drafting of document 5/3 on notification to 
IMO under the lead of Sweden, taking into account the corrections suggested by delegations 
to complement the document with more facts. 

5.23 The Meeting decided that comments for the next draft of document 5/3 should be 
submitted to Sweden (stina.paulin@transportstyrelsen.se) by 20 December 2013 in order to 
enable Sweden to prepare the next draft by Friday 17 January 2014. 

5.24 The Meeting agreed also to submit to IMO an information document on what has 
been done to reach the status of adequate PRFs in the Baltic Sea area for the Special Area 
status to come into effect and welcomed all Contracting Parties to participate in the drafting 
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under the lead of Sweden and with the help of the Secretariat. The Meeting decided that 
input for the information document should be submitted to Sweden 
(stina.paulin@transportstyrelsen.se) by Friday 14 February 2014. 

5.25 The Meeting requested Contracting Parties to consider allocating extra resources 
to HELCOM work related to sewage PRFs. The Meeting also took note with appreciation of 
the offer by Finland to provide financial support for the work ahead. Also Sweden, Denmark, 
Estonia and Germany informed the Meeting that they will look into to the different possibilities 
for providing financial support for HELCOM work on sewage from ships. 

5.26 The Meeting took note of the comment by the shipping industry that as building 
new cruise vessels usually take two years the enforcement date 2016 would only start having 
environmental benefits from 2018. 

Agenda Item 6  Other ship-generated wastes and port reception 
facilities 

Documents: 6/1/INF 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the recommendations emerging from the International 
Conference on Prevention and Management of Marine Litter in European Seas (document 
6/1/INF), which was held on 10-12 April 2013 in Berlin, Germany. 

6.2 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia that there are annual 
campaigns on removal of marine litter in St. Petersburg and Kaliningrad areas.  

6.3 The Meeting took note of the comment by ECSA that the shipping industry is 
making use of the no-special-fee system, meaning that ships deliver their garbage to ports. 
Thus the contribution from the commercial ships to the problem of marine litter is small in the 
Baltic Sea. 

6.4 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to consider the marine litter issue 
further and decided to discuss it as appropriate at future meetings of the HELCOM Maritime 
Group. 

Agenda Item 7  Anti-fouling systems 

Documents: None 

7.1 The Meeting recalled the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) 2007 
commitments to promote development of effective, environmentally friendly and safe TBT-
free antifouling systems on ships and that HELCOM should play a proactive role concerning 
the effective enforcement of the International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-
fouling Systems on Ships (AFS Convention) in the Baltic Sea area by developing a 
monitoring system enabling the detection of non-compliant ships entering the HELCOM area 
making use of HELCOM AIS. 

7.2 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia on a national workshop on 
ASF Convention implementation held in September 2013 in St. Petersburg based on IMO 
model course, which was attended by approximately 30 participants, including industry 
representatives. 

7.3 The Meeting further took note of the information by Russian Federation that the 
provisions of the AFS Convention has been included in regulations of Russian maritime 
register of shipping and that the registry carries out surveys on behalf of administration of 
Russian Federation and other administrations. 

7.4 The Meeting further took note of the information by ECSA that some ship owners 
have informed that they wash hulls regularly as the payback of such operations in terms of 
fuel savings can be quite fast, even with the involvement of divers. 
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7.5 The Meeting took note of the information by Finland that Viking Line is using a 
dedicated machine for the purpose and requested Finland to present the issue at HELCOM 
MARITIME 14/2014. 

Agenda Item 8  Detection, investigation and prosecution of offenders of 
anti-pollution regulations 

Documents: 8/1/INF 

8.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the Secretariat on the illegal 
discharges in the Baltic Sea in 2012 (Presentation 2, document 8/1/INF) and thanked the 
Secretariat for the useful compilation of information. 

8.2 The Meeting took note of the information by Denmark on the joint submission to 
IMO on paraffin pollution, which was discussed in HELCOM MARITIME 12/2013 (para 4.3 
(LD 59). The lead for the document has been taken by the United Kingdom with Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden as co-sponsors. The document will be submitted shortly to the Sub-
Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR Committee) and if considered 
relevant the issue will be taken forward to MEPC. 

Agenda Item 9  Safety of navigation and related matters 

Documents: 9/1, 9/2, 9/3, 9/4/INF, 9/5, 9/6 

9.1 The Meeting appreciated the HELCOM video “Baltic Sea Shipping Visualized” 
available via YouTube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3CBgs5O1WPc . 

9.2 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the Secretariat on the draft 
HELCOM report on the shipping accidents in the Baltic Sea region in 2012 (Presentation 3, 
document 9/5).  

9.3 The Meeting expressed great appreciation for the work done by the Secretariat 
on compiling the report and agreed that the development of the reporting format towards a 
more harmonized format with the IMO and EMSA reporting formats of incidents has 
developed in the right direction. The Meeting considered the introduction of the 
categorisation of the location of the accidents into open sea, port approach and accidents 
occurring ports especially useful. 

9.4 The Meeting stressed that the information in the report is highly dependent on the 
information reported by the Contracting Parties and requested the reporting administrations 
of the Contracting Parties to especially focus on reporting more specified information on the 
human element, as it has been the main cause of accidents for many years in the Baltic Sea 
and no subcategory has been reported in 73% of the cases.  

9.5 Denmark offered to further try to find a clarification on the high number of the 
collisions and groundings in the southwestern Baltic Sea. 

9.6 Finland informed that the mandatory reporting system in the Gulf of Finland 
(GOFREP), which was initiated in 2004, might be a reason for no collisions in the Gulf of 
Finland in 2012. 

9.7 Russia further informed that a modernization of the vessel traffic system (VTS) in 
the St. Petersburg and Kaliningrad area have had a positive effect on the decrease in the 
number of accidents in the area. 

9.8 ECSA pointed out that there might be a need to further elaborate on the reasons 
for groundings when pilots have been on board. In 33% of the cases information on pilots 
was missing, 58 % did not have pilot on board and 7% had pilot on board. 2% of the 
grounded vessels in 2012 had pilot exemption certificates.  

9.9 The Meeting approved the report for publishing on the HELCOM web page and 
requested relevant sub-groups to the HELCOM Maritime Group to consider further the issues 
raised and elaborate further the reporting, if needed. 
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9.10 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Finland on the status report of the 
HELCOM-Baltic Sea Hydrographic Commission (BSHC) revised Baltic Sea harmonised re-
survey scheme (Presentation 4, document 9/2) and endorsed the presented future actions. 

9.11 The Meeting took note of the clarification that the depth model is available for the 
public but the highest resolution of data as it is not openly available from all countries. 

9.12 The Meeting appreciated the work done by Finland and the BSHC and highly 
recommended everyone to check the web page of the HELCOM Hydrographic Re-Survey-
scheme (http://helcomresurvey.sjofartsverket.se/helcomresurveysite/) as well as the Baltic 
sea bathymetry database (http://data.bshc.pro ). 

9.13 The Meeting took note of the new HELCOM Recommendation 34E/2 on further 
testing and developing the concept of proactive route planning as well as other e-navigation 
solutions to enhance safety of navigation and protection of the marine environment in the 
Baltic Sea region as adopted by the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting (document 9/1). 

9.14 Poland expressed appreciation for further looking into the legal implications of the 
Recommendation 34E/2 especially concerning conformity with the UNCLOS Convention. 

9.15 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Anders Brödje, Swedish Maritime 
Administration, on the MONALISA 2.0 project (Presentation 5). 

9.16 The Meeting thanked Mr. Brödje for an interesting project presentation and 
invited the project to keep the HELCOM Maritime Group updated on the project 
developments. 

9.17 The Meeting invited the HELCOM SAFE NAV and HELCOM AIS EWG to 
consider e-navigation, including the results of MONALISA 2.0 and other initiatives, further 
and report to HELCOM MARITIME 14/2014. 

9.18 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia on plans for new and 
operation of existing routeing measures for ships in the Baltic Sea region (document 
9/4/INF).  

9.19 The Co-Chair of the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG, Dr. Anita Mäkinen, highlighted 
the fact that information presented in the MONALISA 2.0 project as well as the information 
presented previously on the re-survey scheme and the HELCOM video on ship traffic in the 
Baltic Sea is basic and important information for planning of the sea areas in the context of 
MSP and invited the Contracting Parties to consider MSP as a tool for ensuring enough 
space also in the future for maritime traffic.  

9.20 The Meeting considered a revision of the Annex on Approximate correspondence 
between Ice Classes of the HELCOM Recommendation 25/7 based on documents 9/3 and 
9/6. 

9.21 Sweden informed the Meeting that they are ready to approve the amendments as 
in document 9/3. 

9.22 Russian Federation noted that the Annex could be dated to ease interpretation 
and review. 

9.23 Due to the late submission of the document some Contracting Parties requested 
additional time for consultation. The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to provide 
any possible comments to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) and Finland 
(jorma.kamarainen@trafi.fi) at the latest by Friday 20 December 2013. A revised version will 
be circulated to the contacts of the HELCOM Maritime Group for endorsement 
intersessionally. 

Agenda Item 10  HELCOM publications, implementation and reporting 

Documents: 10/1, 10/2, 10/3 

10.1 The Meeting considered the draft HELCOM regional Baltic Sea Guide on Ballast 
Water issues 2014 (document 10/3) presented by the Secretariat, expressed appreciation for 

http://helcomresurvey.sjofartsverket.se/helcomresurveysite/
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the valuable compilation of BWM Convention related work in the Baltic Sea and suggested 
the following amendments: 

 Finland and Denmark commented on the need to amend information contained in 
section 5 of the document, regarding estimations of ballast water discharges in the 
Baltic Sea. 

 Sweden commented on the need to amend information contained in section 8.3 of the 
document, in order to clarify the conditions under which exceptions according to the 
Regulation A-3 of the Ballast Water Management Convention. Sweden offered to 
provide the amendments to the Secretariat (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi). 

10.2 The Meeting approved the document in principle based on the suggested 
changes and requested the Secretariat to finalise the publication for printing. 

10.3 The Meeting considered the draft outline for a comprehensive HELCOM 
Assessment on Maritime Activities in the Baltic Sea region to be completed by 2016 
(document 10/2) and approved the work plan (attachment 2 of document 10/2) and the 
outline in general with the following additional suggestions: 

- chapter 9 should be named “sewage discharges” instead of “sewage emission”, 

- consider if chapters 13 (leisure boating), 14 (anti-fouling systems)  and 15 (marine 
litter and underwater noise) should be put in square brackets as topics for the 
assessment as the HELCOM Maritime Group has not focused on these issues lately, 

- chapters for marine litter and noise should be separated. 

- consider adding an additional chapter on necessary steps to implement the HELCOM 
BSAP and other commitments 

10.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden that the Swedish Institute for 
the Marine Environment is compiling a similar assessment. Sweden offered to provide input 
to the HELCOM Maritime Activities assessment based on the Swedish assessment. 

10.5 The Meeting further welcomed the offer by Germany to in general provide input to 
the assessment and by Finland to provide input to chapters 6, 8 and 9 and the offer by 
Estonia to investigate the possibility to provide input to the chapter on transfer of alien 
species and ballast water. 

10.6 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to investigate the possibilities for funding. 

10.7 The Meeting warmly welcomed the initiative by the European Boating Association 
(EBA) for an externally funded project to create an assessment on pleasure craft activities in 
the Baltic Sea area (document 10/1). 

10.8 The Meeting noted that even if national assessments on pleasure crafts have 
been conducted and can be used as models for such work the regional assessment should 
strive for a truly harmonised collection of regional statistics as national information is in many 
cases already available but difficult to compare. 

10.9 The Meeting stressed that the scope of the project, clear definition of which 
pleasure crafts will be included (tonnage, non-IMO registered ships etc.), and methodology 
should be clarified. 

10.10 The Meeting decided to forward the suggestions and requests by HELCOM 
MARITIME 13/2013 to EBA with the request to provide a more developed project description 
for circulation to the HELCOM Maritime Group. Based on such information the Contacts of 
the HELCOM Maritime Group may consider if a letter of support can be written for the project 
from the HELCOM Maritime Group. 

10.11 The Meeting welcomed the offer by Sweden (development of questionnaires) to 
support the work on leisure boats.  

Agenda Item 11  Activities within other organizations and initiatives 
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Documents: None 

11.1 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Ms. Ditte Henriksen, Danish 
Maritime Authority, Assisting Priority Area Coordinator of the of the Priority Area for clean 
shipping (PA SHIP) of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR), on the actions 
within PA SHIP as well as the PA for safe and secure shipping (PA SAFE) (Presentation 6). 

11.2 Ms. Henriksen pointed out that some activities on sewage, waste, differentiated 
port dues and re-survey under HELCOM Maritime Group have been given the Flag Ship 
project status under PA SHIP and PA SAFE.  

11.3 The Meeting thanked Ms. Henriksen for the presentation and for the good 
cooperation. 

11.4 The Meeting noted the different roles of the HELCOM Maritime Group, with policy 
making functions, and the PAs, which work more on a practical level with Flagship Projects. 

11.5 The Meeting stressed the need to strengthen the synergies between HELCOM 
Maritime Group and the PAs. 

11.6 The Meeting pointed out that a new EU financing period 2014-2020 will be a 
good opportunity to consider new flagship projects. Brainstorming on new projects could also 
be made at the “Green technology and alternative fuels” event on 16 January 2014. 

Agenda Item 12  Any other business 

Documents: 12/1, 12/2, 12/3 

12.1 The Meeting took note of the list of Contact addresses and Observers of the 
HELCOM Maritime Group (HELCOM MARITIME) (document 12/1) and requested any 
updates to be forwarded to the Secretariat (laura.meski@helcom.fi) at the latest by Friday 
20 December 2013. 

12.2 The Meeting considered the proposal by Finland that ship-to-ship (STS) 
operations and bunkering activities in the Baltic Sea area could be discussed and studied 
more closely, i.e. in both HELCOM Maritime and Response Groups, and that the HELCOM 
Recommendation 28/3, giving guidance on bunkering operations and ship-to-ship cargo 
transfer of oils, subject to Annex I of MARPOL 73/78, in the Baltic Sea Area, should be 
revised (document 12/3). 

12.3 The Meeting supported the revision of HELCOM Recommendation 28/3 and 
noted the sensitivity of STS operations, which should thus be considered carefully. 

12.4 The Meeting considered the questionnaire elaborated by Finland as a good 
starting point for the work on updating Recommendation 28/3 and requested the Secretariat 
to circulate an electronic version of the questionnaire to the contacts of the HELCOM 
Maritime Group. 

12.5 The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties to send the filled in questionnaire 
to the Secretariat (hermanni.backer@helcom.fi) and Finland (anita.makinen@trafi.fi) at the 
latest by 14 February 2014. Information provided prior to the HELCOM RESPONSE 
18/2014, to be held on 21-23 January 2014, will be submitted to the meeting for 
consideration. 

12.6 The Meeting also took note of the following considerations: 

 Sweden pointed out that alternative fuels should be included as well, and that there is 
a need to be mindful of the fact that some alternative fuels might need to be 
addressed separately due to their specific properties 

 Denmark pointed out that there might be very different approaches regarding the STS 
emergency response within the Baltic Sea area and due to this any 
Recommendations should be generic. 
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 Russian Federation supported the initiative as there is a need to have a clear picture 
of STS operations 

 Estonia pointed out that definition of bunkering in the Recommendation is narrower 
than in other international commitments and the implications of this should be 
considered as part of the process. 

12.7 The Meeting re-considered the Danish initiative to update HELCOM 
Recommendation 19/15 on Minimum Requirements for Vessels Bound for or Leaving Ports 
of the Baltic Sea States and Carrying Dangerous or Polluting Goods containing also contains 
the comments provided by the Russian Federation on 1 July 2013 (document 12/2). 

12.8 The Meeting recommended that the Chair and the Secretariat could seek to 
clarify the compatibility between legislation of the Contracting Parties and the HELCOM 
Recommendations and propose a way forward as appropriate together with experts and the 
Russian Federation. 

Agenda Item 13  Future work and meetings 

Documents: 13/1 

13.1 The Meeting revised the work programme 2013-2014 of the HELCOM Maritime 
Group in the light of the outcomes of the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting as well as other 
developments since HELCOM MARITIME 11/2012 (document 13/1). The revised work 
programme is contained in Annex 3. 

13.2 The Meeting noted that according to new HELCOM rules of procedure, adopted 
by HOD 40/2013 and applicable after the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting (3 October 
2013), the general submission deadlines for HELCOM meeting documents (Rule 6) have 
changed as follows: 

- basic documents and documents which require action or decision by the Commission 
shall be received by the Secretariat not later than twenty-two days and circulated 
twenty-one days before the opening day of a meeting.  

- documents containing comments to the basic documents shall be accepted if they are 
received by the Secretariat not later than seven days before the opening of a 
meeting. 

13.3 The Meeting agreed that despite these deadlines decided by HODs the members 
of HELCOM MARITIME are strongly encouraged to submit their documents as early as 
possible taking into account the need to carry out consultations within the Contracting 
Parties. 

13.4 The Meeting further noted that as a general rule, meetings of subsidiary bodies, 
fora, or major HELCOM workshops where Professional Staff of the Secretariat are involved, 
should not be held less than four weeks before the meetings of the Helsinki Commission or 
Heads of Delegation. 

13.5 The Meeting agreed that the 14th Meeting of the Maritime Group (HELCOM 
MARITIME 14/2014) will be arranged tentatively 4-6 November 2014 and welcomed the 
preliminary offer by Latvia to host the meeting in 2014, to be confirmed during January 2014. 

13.6 The Meeting took note of the information that Ms. Lolan Eriksson, Finland, will 
need to leave her position as the Chair of the HELCOM Maritime Group due to changes in 
the work profile. 

13.7 The Meeting elected Ms. Anna Petersson, Sweden, as the Chair and re-elected 
Mr. Jorma Kämäräinen, Finland, and Ms. Natalia Kutaeva, Russia, as Vice-Chairs of the 
HELCOM Maritime Group for the next two-year period (2014-2015). 

13.8 The Meeting thanked Ms. Eriksson for her wisdom and dedication as the Chair of 
the HELCOM MARITIME Group during the period 2009-2013. 
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13.9 The Meeting expressed great appreciation for the work of the Secretariat during 
preparations and the meeting itself. 

13.10 The Meeting thanked Poland for hosting the HELCOM MARITIME 13/2013 
meeting as well as for the great hospitality and the excellent facilities. 

Agenda Item 14  Outcome of the meeting 

14.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Minutes of the Meeting. 

14.2 The Minutes have been prepared by the Secretariat in consultation with the Chair 
of the Meeting, and have been made available on the HELCOM website in the Meeting 
Portal together with the presentations made at the meeting. 
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ANNEX 2 AGENDA 

 
 
Agenda 

1 Adoption of the Agenda 

2  Matters arising from other meetings within the framework of HELCOM, 
including the Ministerial Meeting 2013 

3 Ballast water 

4 Airborne emissions from ships and related measures 

5 Sewage discharges from ships and port reception facilities 

6 Other ship-generated wastes and port reception facilities 

7 Anti-fouling systems 

8  Detection, investigation and prosecution of offenders of anti-pollution 
regulations 

9 Safety of navigation and related matters 

10 HELCOM publications, implementation and reporting 

11 Activities within other organizations and initiatives 

12 Any other business 

13 Future work and meetings 

14 Outcome of the meeting 
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ANNEX 3 WORKING PROGRAMME FOR THE HELCOM MARITIME GROUP 2014-2016 

ACTION 
INTERSESSIONAL 
ACTIVITIES/RESPONSIBLE 

RESULTS/TIME FRAME 

Measures and actions enhancing maritime safety  

Propose additional safety measures, including routeing 
measures 

HELCOM MARITIME  Meetings of HELCOM MARITIME 
Meetings of HELCOM SAFE NAV 
 

Follow up implementation of HELCOM Recommendation 
34E/2 on e-navigation 

HELCOM SAFE NAV 
HELCOM AIS EWG 
 

Continuous 

Maintain and update the “HELCOM Transit Guide for the 
Baltic Sea” – chart and web page version 

Lead countries: 
- chart – Germany 
- web page version - Denmark 

Continuous  

Contribute to HELCOM Maritime Spatial Planning work 
with maritime input  

HELCOM - VASAB MSP WG Continuous 

Follow-up, contribute to and utilize the results of various 
risk assessment of shipping accidents in the Baltic Sea  

In co-operation with HELCOM RESPONSE Meetings of HELCOM SAFE NAV 
 

Continue the development of AIS Application Specific 
Messages and promote their use in the Baltic 

HELCOM AIS EWG 
Lead countries: Finland and Sweden 

Continuous 

Co-operate with the Monitoring Working Group of BSHC 
to speed-up hydrographic re-surveys and support other 
hydrographic activities and follow up the implementation 
of the Revised re-survey scheme and its time schedules 
agreed during HELCOM MM 2013. 

Contracting Parties 
HELCOM MARITIME 

Revised re-survey scheme agreed during 
2013 HELCOM Ministerial Ministerial 

Co-operate with Baltic Icebreaking Management to further 
improve the safety of navigation in ice conditions 

Contracting Parties  Meetings of HELCOM MARITIME  

Implement actions to facilitate use of ECDIS in the Baltic 
Sea 

HELCOM MARITIME Meetings of HELCOM MARITIME 

Implement HELCOM Recommendation on Mutual Plan 
for Places of Refuge 

Contracting Parties  
In co-operation with HELCOM RESPONSE 
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Consideration of the ways to further reduce emissions and discharges from shipping 

Follow-up of the designation of the Baltic Sea as a 
Special Area under  Annex IV of MARPOL 73/78 sewage 
discharges from passenger ships 

HELCOM MARITIME  
HELCOM MARITIME Correspondence Group 
on outstanding issues on Port Reception 
Facilities 

By IMO MEPC 67 in 2014 

Follow up new developments regarding availability of 
technology to treat sewage to Special Area standards 

HELCOM MARITIME  
 

Continuous 

A joint submission to IMO to establish the Baltic Sea NOx 
emission control area 

HELCOM Heads of Delegation to make a final 
decision 

Pending decisions at IMO MEPC 66 

Investigate and consider introduction of economic 
incentives for reducing emissions from ships, which are 
not covered by Annex VI tier III 

Contracting Parties Meetings of HELCOM MARITIME 

Investigate and consider alternative fuels and green 
technology for shipping  
 

HELCOM MARITIME 
Joint platform on alternative fuels and green 
technology for shipping, together with CBSS 

Initiative on promoting coordination in 
alternative fuels and green technology for 
shipping agreed by the 2013 HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting  
Continuous  

Follow up implementation of more stringent limits of SOx 
emissions that will come into force in 2015 

HELCOM MARITIME Continuous 

Assessment whether there is room/need for other 
HELCOM measures to address emissions from shipping  

HELCOM MARITIME Continuous  

Port Reception Facilities including full and harmonized implementation of the Baltic Strategy 

Solve open issues included in the 2013 HELCOM 
Guidance on operational and technical aspects of delivery 
of sewage to PRF  

Lead: [Sweden and WWF] 
HELCOM MARITIME  

Continuous  
Sewage PRF Guidance endorsed by the 
2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting  

Identify further gaps in availability of PRF for ship-
generated wastes, mandatory delivery of waste and the 
application of the “no-special-fee” system, and propose 
measures to fill in these gaps 

Contracting Parties 
Finland as lead for HELCOM work on “no-
special fee” system 

 

Identify gaps and upgrade PRF for sewage in the Baltic 
Sea region (cf. 2010 HELCOM Road map for upgrading 
sewage PRFs and 2013 HELCOM overview on sewage 
PRFs). 

Contracting Parties 2013, at the latest 2015 
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Regional implementation of the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments 

Full implementation of the road map towards harmonized 
implementation and ratification of the BWMC 

Correspondence Working Group led by 
Germany  
In co-operation with HELCOM MONAS and 
HELCOM HABITAT 

According to the time schedule included 
in the road map 

Implementing a harmonized BWMC A-4 exemption 
system in the Baltic Sea 

HELCOM MARITIME 
in co-operation with OSPAR. 
HELCOM-OSPAR TG BALLAST 

Continuous 

Development of regional Action Plan for BWMC 
implementation as an update of the 2007 HELCOM BWM 
road map 

HELCOM MARITIME 
 

By end of 2014, as agreed at the 2013 
HELCOM MM 

Co-operation to ensure enforcement of regulations and detection, investigation and successful convictions of offenders of anti-pollution 
regulations 

Co-operate with the Paris MoU, e.g.  to obtain statistics 
on PSC from the Paris MoU database THETIS 

Secretariat  

Apply for advisor status of HELCOM to Paris MoU on Port 
State Control  

HELCOM MARITIME 
 

As agreed at the 2013 HELCOM 
Ministerial Meeting 

Extend the Single Hull Tanker monitoring system to the 
banned ships under the Paris MoU and ships non-
compliant with the AFS Convention 

HELCOM AIS EWG Banned ships: 2010 
The AFS non-compliant ships: 2011 
 

Play a proactive role in communicating “unexpected” 
factors according to Directive 2009/16/EC to the PSC 
authorities, e.g. based on information on non-compliant 
ships detected in the Baltic, to prompt additional 
inspections of high risk ships 

Contracting Parties  
In cooperation with HELCOM AIS EWG re. non-
compliant ships 

Starting from January 2011 

Collection and analyses of the statistics on ships’ movements in the Baltic and on environmental impact of shipping/ experience exchange  

Monitor emissions from ships in the Baltic Sea Area Lead country: Finland 
 

Annual reports on emissions to HELCOM 
MARITIME meetings 

Collect and compile information on shipping accidents in 
the Baltic 

Secretariat/ 
Contracting Parties 

Annual HELCOM report on shipping 
accidents 

Analyse annual HELCOM reports on illegal discharges 
observed during aerial surveillance 

In co-operation with HELCOM RESPONSE Meetings of HELCOM MARITIME  
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Uphold, maintain and further develop the HELCOM AIS 
System 

HELCOM AIS EWG Continuously 

Analyse AIS based information on the shipping in the 
Baltic 

Contracting Parties Continuously  

Regulating access to AIS information according to 
HELCOM Recommendation 33/1  

HELCOM AIS EWG national contact points 
HELCOM Secretariat 

Continuous 

HELCOM Assessment on Maritime Activities HELCOM MARITIME 
HELCOM Secretariat 

By 2016, as agreed at the 2013 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

Produce thematic assessments and GES relevant 
indicators related to Maritime activities to support work of 
HELCOM GEAR & MONAS 

HELCOM MARITIME 
HELCOM Secretariat 

Continuous 

Information to mariners 

Update and disseminate the revised “HELCOM Clean 
Seas Guide” 

Secretariat Update when needed 
Next update by June 2014 

Other tasks stemming from implementation of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (Maritime Activities segment) 

Further address marine litter, including the problem of 
“ghost fishing” 

KIMO, Contracting Parties   

Consider noise from shipping and its environmental 
effects in light of the developments at the international 
level in IMO. 

HELCOM MARITIME 
 

By 2016, as agreed at the 2013 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 

Exchange information about offshore activities HELCOM MARITIME 
HELCOM RESPONSE 
 

Continuous 

Consider an assessment of pleasure craft activities in the 
Baltic Sea region including i.a. environmental impacts and 
risks of accident  

EBA, Contracting Parties  

Consider joint proposals to IMO on clean and safe 
shipping in the Baltic Sea 

HELCOM MARITIME 
 

Continuous 
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Secretariat 
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